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What is a Geographical Indication (Gl)?

A Gl is a sign used on goods that have a specific
geographical origin and possess qualities or a
reputation that is due to that place of origin. A G WS
not merely a geographical name.

« Generally, a Gl consists of the name of the placeo f
origin of the goods, but not always. Usually,
“delocalizers” are not effective.
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Just Wines and Spirits?
(Types of Gls)
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How are Gls Protected?

Unfair Competition

Trademark Law
Certification/Collective Mark Law

National and Regional GI Sui Generis
Registration

International Gl Sui Generis Registration
(Treaties)
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What Treaties Protect GIs?

e Paris Convention (1883)

 Madrid Agreement (1891)
e Lisbon Agreement (1958)
 TRIPs Agreement (1994)

 Regional (e.g., EU 1992, NAFTA 1992)

Bilateral Free Trade Agreements
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What Paris Convention Articles are
Relevant?

 Article 1 (2): Indications of Source and
Appellations of Origin

o Articles 9, 10 (2), 10 bis, and 10 ter: Unfair
Competition

e Accordingly, we have been protecting Gls for
127 years!
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How Does TRIPs Change the Landscape?

o Articles 22, 23, and 24
 Articles 2(2) and 16(1)

» Are there national Gl protection
systems which interface with each
other as the national trademark
systems do through treaties?
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The Geographical Indication (Gl)
Movement

* Not just “wines and spirits”

e Possible cancellation of existing trademarks
with geographical significance

» Possible “absolute” protection for all Gls

e Possible WTO International Gl Register in
Geneva with supranational effect and
oppositions in all WTO countries

e Lisbon Protocol?
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MEXICO: TEQUILA spirits

W

T CONSE|O REGULADOR del
EQUIL .
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ITALY: Wines and Foodstuffs

Limone di Sorrento

MORTADFLLA
BOLOGNA
\_
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USA: IDAHO potatoes
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Conclusion

 Debate as to current levels of protection for
Gls at the national, regional, and
International levels, and discussion of a
possible multilateral register for Gls.

 Differing legal systems but general global
mandates from TRIPS yielding different
protection strategies.
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