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Highlight of the month 
 

Quality policy:  
adoption of the Scottà Report 

 

On 23 February, the Agriculture and Rural 
Development Committee of the European 
Parliament adopted the Report of M. Scottà on 
“Agricultural product quality policy: what strategy 
to follow?”. The vote in plenary will take place on 
24 March. 
In the months that preceded the vote, oriGIn and 
its members got in touch with several Members 
of the Agriculture and Rural Development 
Committee to propose several amendments to 
this report. Almost all our proposals were 
adopted. In particular, MEPs agreed on the need 
to keep the current system of GIs with the 
protected designation of origin (PDO) and the 
protected geographical indication (PGI). An 
amendment recognising the role of GI groups in 
managing PDOs and PGIs was also adopted. 
Concerning WTO negotiations, the new version 
of the Report calls for the extension of the 
protection under Article 23 of the TRIPS 
agreement to all GIs and the creation of a binding 
multilateral register of all GI products to fight 
usurpation and counterfeiting). Finally MEPs 
asked the Commission to provide GI groups with 
financial and technical support to tackle the most 
pressing challenges surrounding the sector. 
oriGIn is very pleased with this vote and will keep 
working with MEPs to ensure that the interest of 
GI producers will be fully reflected in the final 
version of the report to be adopted in the 
European Parliament mini plenary session. 
 

 

 

International Affairs 
 

WTO: slow progress  
in the negotiations on agriculture  

 
Several meetings of the full membership took 
place at the beginning of the month in order to 
discuss agricultural issues. In the meantime, 
consultations in smaller groups were held to try to 
make the talks progress, notably on the 
templates to be fulfilled. Slow progresses 
seemed to have occurred. Further meetings are 
planned in early March. 
 

EU – Norway: conclusion of the negotiations 
on trade liberalisation in agriculture 

 
On 29 January, the EU and Norway agreed on 
minutes concluding negotiations on the 
liberalisation of bilateral trade in agricultural 
products. The draft accord is now subject to the 
approval of the respective authorities. The 
objective of the agreement is to liberalise 20% of 
the current value of EU exports to Norway and to 
eliminate all tariff barriers. Norway will grant 
some tariff quotas or tariff reductions for sensitive 
products such as meat, dairy, fruit, vegetables 
and ornamental plants. Furthermore, the quotas 
for cheeses will be raised. More information at: 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=I
P/10/107&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLangu
age=en 
 

EU – Georgia:  
Bilateral Agreement on GIs  

 

The Commission is currently negotiating with 
Georgia the protection of GIs. On 17 February, 
the Commission published a list of the 18 wines 
with GIs for which Georgia seek protection within 
the EU (list available at http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:04
0:0018:0020:EN:PDF). Any Member State, third 
country, natural or legal persons having a 
legitimate interest, established or resident in a 
Member State or in a third country can submit 
objections to such protection by lodging a duly 
substantiated statement. Those statements of 
objection must contain an explanation of the 
objection, notably based on the list contained in 
the published document, and must reach the 
Commission before the 17 April. For further 
information: http://eur-
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lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:04
0:0018:0020:EN:PDF 
 

EU – South Korea: Signature of the 
Agreement in April 

 
In October, the EU and South Korea concluded a 
Free Trade Agreement (see the OriGIn Report of 
October). The signature of this agreement should 
take place in April and it will come into force 
before the end of the year, if ratified by EU 
members and the European Parliament. The 
agreement will phase out tariffs on 96% of EU 
goods and 99% of South Korean exports within 
three years. 
 

EU Issues  
 

Policy Developments 
 

GI Policy 
 

“ ” (Longkou Fen Si):  
1st Chinese GI to request the registration at 

the EU level 
 
On 20 February, "Longkou Fen Si", a white and 
translucent pasta made from green beans and 
peas, became the first Chinese GI to ask for 
the registration of the denomination under 
Regulation 510/2006 on the protection of 
geographical indications and designations of 
origin for agricultural products and foodstuffs. 
The publication at the Official Journal of the EU 
opens the 6-months opposition period. Any 
Member State, third country, natural or legal 
persons having a legitimate interest, 
established or resident in a Member State or in 
a third country can submit objections to the 
registration of "Longkou Fen Si" at the EU level 
by sending an opposition letter to the 
Commission. More information at: http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
044:0018:0020:EN:PDF  

 

European Agricultural Policy 
 

Dacian Cioloş:  
debate on the future of the CAP  

to be launched 
 
On 15 February, Dacian Cioloş, the new 
Commissioner for agriculture, met the Spanish 
Minister for the Environment, Elena Espinosa, in 

the framework of the Spanish Presidency of the 
EU. During this meeting, he affirmed that he 
plans to launch a public debate on of the CAP 
after 2013 during the spring. He thinks the EU 
needs a reformed and adapted CAP to be able to 
face the new challenges, such as climate change, 
food security, growth and jobs in rural areas. He 
also emphasised the importance of GI products 
and the need to promote them within a European 
policy framework. The negotiations on the CAP 
for 2013-2020 will start this year. 

 

Future of the CAP:  
Report of the European Parliament  

 
The Agriculture Committee (Comagri) of the 
European Parliament (EP) decided to write an 
own-initiative report on the future of the Common 
Agriculture Policy (CAP) after 2013. The 
rapporteur is a British liberal, George Lyon 
(ALDE). The shadow rapporteurs are the French 
MEP Michel Dantin (EPP) and the Polish MEP 
Michał Olejniczak (S&D). The Italian Giovanni La 
Via (EPP) is the rapporteur for the opinion which 
will be written by the Budgets Committee of the 
EP of this subject.  
On 23 February, the Comagri had an exchange 
of views on the future agricultural policy in the 
new financial framework after 2013. M. Lyon 
listed the new challenges the CAP is facing, such 
as food security, climate change and food quality.  
He highlighted some of the priorities of the CAP 
post 2013: a greener agriculture, the quality of 
the EU agriculture, the need to insure incomes to 
farmers, a sustainable production and the role of 
the CAP in the climate change. He then asked 
his fellow MEPs a series of questions: 
� What will be the position of the Comagri on 

the budget of the CAP? What will be its 
objectives for the CAP? How should the 
budget be allocated?  

� How can the competition policy be adapted 
to the needs of the CAP? 

� What should the pillars of the CAP cover and 
what should be the repartition of the funds 
between the two pillars? 

 
Following this presentation, the coordinators of 
the political groups gave their priorities. The 
Comagri will organise several debates and 
hearings of the question in the following months. 
 
The Calendar is the following: 
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� February – September 2010: Consultation of 
the civil society on the future of the CAP; 

� April: Exchange of views with Dacian Cioloş; 
� October - December 2010: the European 

Commission will publish a proposal for the 
reform of the CAP (White Paper); 

� January – July 2011: Public consultation on 
the White Paper of the Commission 

� Mid 2011: the European Commission will 
submit legal proposals on the future of the 
CAP and on the financial perspectives to the 
Council and the EP. 

� End 2012 – beginning 2013: adoption of the 
proposal 

 
It is crucial to take position on such issues before 
summer, to be able to influence such debate. 
OriGIn will consult its members and come-up with 
a common position.  
 

Future of the CAP:  
CAP Market management measures post 2013 
 
On 22 February, during the Agriculture Council, 
the Spanish Presidency of the EU put on the 
agenda a debate in the CAP market 
management measures post 2013, one of the 
priorities. Before the meeting, the Spanish 
Presidency sent to the other Member States a 
questionnaire (see: 
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/10/st06/st06063.e
n10.pdf) in which it asked four questions: 
� Do you consider that the market orientation 

of European agriculture is sufficient? 
� Do you consider that current market 

management instruments provide a sufficient 
safety net in the event of a scenario of 
growing volatility? How could the situation be 
improved? 

� Do you consider it appropriate to examine 
complementary instruments in addition to 
those provided for in the single CMO? Which? 
How? 

� Do you think that the future CAP should have 
a financial mechanism to deal with situations 
of serious crisis which offers flexibility in 
responding rapidly to such cases?  

During the Agriculture Council, there was a broad 
consensus among Ministers on the necessity to 
consider new tools to face issues as price 
volatility and market transparency. However, it 
appeared that it will not be possible to come back 
on the already achieved reforms, which means 

that intervention mechanisms will only be a safety 
net. Regarding the questions asked by the 
Spanish Presidency, the Danish, Swedish and 
British delegations indicated that the current 
measures were sufficient, whereas most of the 
other delegations highlighted the necessity to 
study new market regulation mechanisms. 
France notably proposed a safeguard clause. 
 

Institutional Developments 
 

The new Commission  
approved by the European Parliament 

 
On 9 February, the European Parliament 
approved the new European Commission by 488 
votes to 137, with 72 abstentions. The new 
Commission immediately started to work and will 
stay in office until 31 October 2014. The 
composition of the Commission can be found at: 
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-2014/index_en.htm 
The composition of the team of M. Cioloş, 
Commissioner for agriculture, can be consulted 
at: http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-
2014/ciolos/about/team/index_en.htm        
The composition of the team of M. De Gucht, 
Commissioner for Trade, can be consulted at: 
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_2010-
2014/degucht/about/team/  
 

News on GI registrations 
 

GI Registration 
 

- “Pizza Napoletana” (TSG) – 04/02 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:0
34:0007:0016:EN:PDF 
 

- “Provolone del Monaco” (PDO) – 11/02 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:0
38:0001:0002:EN:PDF 
 

- “Pemento do Couto” (PGI) – 23/02 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:0
47:0004:0005:EN:PDF 
 

Amendments 
 
- “Fourme d’Ambert” or “Fourme de Montbrison” 
(PDO) – 03/02 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
027:0008:0018:EN:PDF 
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- “Prosciutto di Parma” (PDO) – 23/02 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:0
47:0006:0011:EN:PDF    

   
Registration request 

 
- “Fourme de Montbrison” (PDO) – 03/02 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
027:0019:0022:EN:PDF   
 

- “Kiełbasa Lisiecka” (PGI) – 04/02 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
028:0026:0031:EN:PDF     
 

- “Patata Della Sila” (PGI) – 10/02 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
033:0010:0013:EN:PDF 
 

- “Φαβα Σαντορινησ” (Fava Santorinis) (PDO) – 
11/02 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
034:0003:0007:EN:PDF    
 

- “Prleška Tünka” (PGI) – 11/02 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
034:0008:0010:EN:PDF 
 

- “Schrobenhausener Spargel”/ “Spargel Aus 
Dem Schrobenhausener Land”/ “Spargel Aus 
Dem Anbaugebiet Schrobenhausen ” (PGI) – 
11/02 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
034:0011:0014:EN:PDF 
 

- “Suska Sechlońska” (PGI) – 11/02 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
035:0013:0016:EN:PDF 
 

- “Halberstädter Würstchen” (PGI) – 12/02 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
035:0009:0012:EN:PDF 
 

- “Estepa” (PDO) – 13/02 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
036:0011:0015:EN:PDF 
 

- “Obwarzanek Krakowski” (PGI) – 16/02 
- http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
038:0008:0012:EN:PDF 
 
 

- “Porc De Franche-Comté” (PGI) – 16/02 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
038:0013:0016:EN:PDF  
 

- “Hessischer Apfelwein ” (PGI) – 18/02 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
041:0013:0016:EN:PDF 
 

- “Sliwka Szydłowska” (PGI) – 19/02 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
042:0003:0006:EN:PDF   
 

- “Jabłka Ląckie” (PGI) – 19/02 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
038:0013:0016:EN:PDF  
 

- “Lapin Poron Kuivaliha ” (PDO) – 19/02 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
042:0012:0015:EN:PDF   
 

- “Vastedda Della Valle Del Belìce” (PDO) – 
19/02  
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
042:0016:0019:EN:PDF  
 

- “Szegedi Fűszerpaprika-Őrlemény” or “Szegedi 
Paprika” (PDO) – 20/02  
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
044:0008:0012:EN:PDF   
 

- “Olive de Nîmes” (PDO) – 20/02  
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
042:0016:0019:EN:PDF  
 

- “ ” (Longkou Fen Si) (PGI) – 20/02  
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
044:0018:0020:EN:PDF  
 

- “Bruna Bönor Från Öland” (PGI) – 23/02  
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
046:0013:0016:EN:PDF  
 

- “Dresdner Christstollen / Dresdner Stollen / 
Dresdner Weihnachtsstollen” (PGI) – 23/02  
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
046:0017:0019:EN:PDF  


