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oriGIn Report 

 
 

Highlight of the month 
 

Cambodia:  
First Geographical Indications Registered 

 

On 2 April, the Department of Intellectual 
Property of the Cambodian Ministry of 
Commerce announced the registration of the first 
two geographical indications in Cambodia: 
Kampot Pepper and Kompong Speu Palm Sugar.  
The registrations were made under an interim 
procedural order, “Prakas on the Procedures for 
the Registration and Protection of Marks of 
Goods Which Include a Geographical Indication” 
(n°105 MOC, 18 May 2009). The registrations 
are valid for an initial term of ten years, 
renewable for subsequent ten-year terms 
indefinitely.  
Under this order, only agricultural goods, 
foodstuffs, handcrafted goods and other goods 
produced or transformed in Cambodia are 
eligible for registration. A law on GIs is currently 
being drafted and will allow for the registration of 
foreign GIs and establish a GI Board to 
administer the new system. 
Applications are pending for four other local 
products.  
 

 

International Affairs 
 

Morocco:  
Three new Geographical Indications  

 

On 28 April, His Majesty, the King Mohammed VI 
of Morocco presided over the opening of the 5th 
Edition of the Salon international de l’agriculture 
au Maroc (SIAM) in Meknès. He gave certificates 

of recognition of quality signs to the 
representatives of the Geographical Indication 
“Clémentine Berkane”, of the Appellation of 
Origin “safran de Taliouine” (saffron) and of the 
Geographical Indication ”Dattes Majhoul de 
Tafilalet (dates). 

 

WIPO: Creation of a new coalition of 
Developing Countries  

 

On 28 April, during the meeting of the Committee 
on Development and Intellectual Property (CDIP) 
of the World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO), nineteen developing countries presented 
a new coalition, the WIPO Development Agenda 
Group (DAG). It aims at giving WIPO’s work a 
more development-oriented perspective on 
intellectual property issues, and to 
mainstreaming of the Development Agenda 
across all areas of WIPO’s work (“WIPO’s work” 
two times in the same sentence?). 
The members of the DAG are Algeria, Brazil, 
Cuba, Djibouti, Ecuador, Egypt, Guatemala, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia, Pakistan, the 
Philippines, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Sudan, 
Syria, Uruguay and Yemen. Its guiding principles 
are the need for a “development compatible 
approach to all norm setting activities” at WIPO, 
and for WIPO to “provide balanced advice on 
appropriate national IP strategies based in 
available flexibilities, exceptions and limitations.” 
 

EU - Central America: 
Conclusion of the Association Agreement 

trade negotiations  
 

On 18 May, the EU and the Central America 
countries (Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Nicaragua and Panama) finalised 
negotiations on the trade pillar of the Association 
Agreement. The regional talks were launched in 
2007, but came to a halt in 2009 because of the 
political unrest in Honduras. The negotiations 
were initiated again in November 2009, and  
were formally concluded during the summit of 
European, Latin American and Caribbean heads 
of State on 19 May. The agreement has to be 
approved by the European Council, the 
European Parliament, and legislatures in each of 
the Central American countries before entering 
into force. 
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The agreement sets up new quotas for trade in 
beef and rice, allows more products to enter the 
EU, and covers 100% market opening for 
industrial products. Regarding GIs, written 
guarantees have been provided by the Central 
American countries to support the future 
recognition of eight of the EU’s most prominent 
GIs which are considered ‘generic’ in the region, 
notably Champagne, Cognac, Irish Cream, Feta, 
and Roquefort. However, the six countries are 
now supposed to conduct an internal approval 
process before these guarantees are formally 
adopted. For further information: 
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=572  
 

EU – Mercosur:  
Trade negotiations resumed 

 

On 17 – 19 May, during the summit of European, 
Latin American and Caribbean heads of State, 
the EU and Mercosur, the South American 
customs union composed of Argentina, Brazil, 
Paraguay and Uruguay, officially announced their 
decision to reopen the trade negotiations. The 
talks started in 1999, but were frozen in 2004 
because of disagreements on the liberalisation of 
agricultural trade: the Mercosur countries wanted 
the EU to open its market more to their farm 
products but the EU refused. The talks resumed 
because of the active role played by the current 
Spanish presidency of the EU. The 1st round of 
negotiations will be held in early July. 
The EU wants a full liberalisation for a very large 
part of trade in goods, concessions for all major 
industrial sectors, as well as major liberalisation 
of service sectors. The talks will also cover 
Intellectual Property rights, especially GIs. 
 

The declaration to re-open the talks did not 
please European farmers’ organisations and 
some Heads of State. Ten Member States of the 
EU (Austria, Cyprus, Finland, France, Greece, 
Hungary, Ireland, Luxembourg, Poland and 
Romania) published a statement opposing the 
resumption, because they think that such 
negotiations could put the interests of European 
agriculture at stake. During the Agriculture 
Council, on 17 May, fourteen Ministers for 
agriculture reacted negatively at the re-launch of 
the talks because of the lack of consultation of 
the Member States. The main grievances were 
the need for a full Impact Assessment on the 

eventual trade deal and the fact that the EU 
should not liberalise too much ahead of a deal on 
the Doha Development Agenda of the WTO, of 
which the Mercosur countries will be the main 
beneficiaries. For further information: 
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=566 
and 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pres
sdata/en/er/114486.pdf 
 

EU – India:  
Free Trade Agreement talks at a standstill 

 

On 28 - 30 April, the 9th round of negotiations of 
the EU - India future bilateral free trade 
agreement was held in Brussels. The discussion 
focused notably on rules of origin, trade 
facilitation, tariffs and intellectual property rights, 
including GIs. The negotiations started in 2007 
but seem to have arrived at a dead end. Indeed, 
India is opposed to the environmental and labour 
provisions the EU wants to insert in the text. It 
seems that India does not want non-trade issues 
to be inserted in the agreement. The provisions 
on intellectual property also seem to be an issue, 
especially those concerning medicines. The date 
of the next meeting will be determined during the 
summer. 
 

EU Issues  
 

Policy Developments 
 

GI Policy 
 

Parmigiano Reggiano:  
Another evocation infringing   the right of the 

PDO  
 

On 12 January 2010, the Commercial Court of 
Oviedo (Spain) issued an injunction, by its 
decision n°65/2010, against the Spanish 
company Industrias Lacteas Asturianas (ILAS). 
The court held that use of the term ‘PARMESO’ 
in relation to grated cheese violated the PDO 
Parmigiano Reggiano, and constituted an act of 
Unfair Competition under the Spanish Unfair 
Competition Law.  
In Spain, ILAS was distributing cheese produced 
by a German company called Allgauland-
kasereien GMBH. The behaviour of this company 
led to a decision in 2008 by the Court of Justice 
of the European Community in the 2nd 



oriGIn Report                                                                                                                                                        May 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

3 

Parmesan case, a case which was brought by 
the European Commission against Germany. 
The grated cheese marketed by ILAS under the 
denomination ‘PARMESO’ is not produced in 
Italy and contains, amongst others, additive 
lysozyme, which is forbidden according to 
Parmigiano Reggiano’s specification.  
The Consorzio del Formaggio Parmigiano 
Reggiano argued that use of ‘PARMESO’ 
infringed the PDO and constituted an act of unfair 
competition. It thus filed a request for an 
injunction against ILAS. The latter invoked that it 
was only the purchaser of the cheese, which was 
already marked ‘PARMESO’ by the German 
manufacturer Allgauland, and that it had already 
ceased to use it. 
The Spanish Court agreed with the Consorzio 
that use of the name ‘PARMESO’ constituted a 
violation of Regulation n°510/2006 because 
‘PARMESO’ evoked the PDO ‘Parmigiano 
Reggiano’, as well as an act of Unfair 
Competition. The Court dismissed all the 
arguments of ILAS and granted the injunction, 
enjoining the defendant from selling and 
marketing grated cheese under the infringing 
name. The Court also affirmed that the Consorzio 
had managed to defend the PDO, and had the 
right to seek damages, also on behalf of its 
members, particularly given the risk that they 
would not bring individual action in foreign 
countries to safeguard of their rights. It was the 
first time the Consorzio was officially granted the 
right to act directly and not through one of its 
members. 
For further information (in Italian only): 
http://www.parmigiano-
reggiano.it/area_stampa/2010/parmeso_tribunale_oviedo_c
ondanna_ditta_commerciale.aspx 
 

OHIM: António Campinos is to be the next 
President 

 

On 25 May, António Campinos, current Head of 
the Portuguese IP office, was appointed the next 
President of OHIM. On 1st October, he will take 
over the position currently held by Wubbo de 
Boer, who will retire after serving two five-year 
terms as President. M. Campinos has been chair 
of OHIM’s Administrative Board and was 
previously chair of the WIPO Madrid System 
Working Group. Christian Archambeau of 
Belgium will be his Vice-President.  
 

 

European Agricultural Policy 
 

Future of the CAP post 2013: oriGIn’s 
common position 

 

On 12 April, Dacian Ciolos, Commissioner for 
agriculture and rural development launched a 
public debate on the future of the CAP. oriGIn 
sent its common position to the European 
Commission. In this paper, oriGIn argues that the 
CAP should remain a common policy and that it 
should not be renationalised. Furthermore, its 
budget should be maintained. The CAP must be 
reformed, but its main objective should remain 
the production of foodstuffs. The reform should 
thus cover the related elements, such as how to 
produce and in which conditions. The specificity 
of GIs should be taken into account in the 
framework of the discussions on the future of the 
CAP, along with the discussions on the reform of 
the quality policy. oriGIn considers that GIs 
should be considered public goods because they 
participate in the maintaining of the production of 
traditional products in often less favoured areas, 
and help preservation of biodiversity as well as 
the creation of jobs.  
Regarding the tools the future CAP will need, 
oriGIn thinks that the rate of the single payments 
should be harmonised. However, the specificities 
of each sector should be maintained and aid 
should be set up by sector and region. Specific 
aid should furthermore be established for 
producers of quality products, as GIs, 
supplement for the hectares based payments. In 
addition to this aid, support for less favoured 
areas should be set up to ensure that the 
production will be maintained in these regions. 
Furthermore, safety nets should be available for 
each sector. 
Moreover, oriGIn considers that the organisations 
in charge of the management of GIs should be 
given an increased role. They should have the 
right to use tools to manage the volumes of 
production or the possibility to use the private 
storage of products. The European legislation 
should evolve so that the Member States could 
authorise the organisations they recognise to 
manage, protect and/or promote GIs, and to 
adapt the potential of production to the market 
requirements on the basis of fair and non 
discriminatory principles. Without a specific 
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system of management of the markets’ growth, 
GI producers would face crises, and would be 
obliged to ask for support, especially those GI 
producers situated in less favoured areas. 
Finally, oriGIn considers that the budget 
dedicated to the promotion of foodstuffs should 
be increased. Financial aid should also be 
granted to finance actions aimed at protecting 
GIs in the EU market and in the markets of third 
countries, as well as for research and 
development.  

 

Future of the CAP post 2013: 
Vote of the Agriculture Committee of the 

Parliament postponed 
 

The vote of the Agriculture Committee of the 
European Parliament on the report of George 
Lyon on the future of the CAP post 2013, initially 
scheduled for 2nd June, has been postponed to 
the 15 June. The Committee will discuss the 
compromise amendments on 2nd June. 
 

News on GI registrations 
 

GI Registration 
 

- “Hopfen aus der Hallertau” (PGI) – 07/05 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:1
14:0007:0008:EN:PDF 
 

- “Pintadeau de la Drôme” (PGI) – 11/05 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:1
17:0060:0061:EN:PDF 
 

- “Tarta de Santiago” (PGI) – 11/05 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:1
17:0062:0063:EN:PDF 
 

- “Castaña de Galicia” (PGI) – 12/05 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:1
14:0007:0008:EN:PDF 
 

- “Εξαιρετικό Παρθένο Ελαιόλαδο Σέλινο Κρήτης 
(Exeretiko partheno eleolado Selino Kritis” 
(PDO) – 12/05 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:1
18:0008:0009:EN:PDF  
 

- “Nieheimer Käse” (PGI) – 12/05 

http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:1
19:0003:0004:EN:PDF  
 

- “Tettnanger Hopfen” (PGI) – 12/05 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:1
19:0005:0006:EN:PDF  
 

- “Canestrato di Moliterno” (PGI) – 22/05 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:1
26:0006:0007:EN:PDF 
 

- “Aglio di Voghiera” (PDO) – 22/05 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:1
26:0008:0009:EN:PDF 
 

- “Piave” (PDO) – 22/05 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:1
26:0010:0011:EN:PDF 
 

- “Pemento da Arnoia” (PDO) – 22/05 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:1
26:0012:0013:EN:PDF 
 

Amendments request 
 

- “Welsh Lamb” (PDO) – 01/05 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
112:0011:0016:EN:PDF 
  

- “Salame Piacentino” (PDO) – 11/05 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
122:0017:0022:EN:PDF 
 

- “Fontina” (PDO) – 12/05 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
123:0018:0024:EN:PDF 
 

Registration request  
 

- “Agneau Du Périgord” (PGI) – 01/05 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
112:0007:0010:EN:PDF  
 

- “Melón De La Mancha” (PGI) – 08/05 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
121:0007:0011:EN:PDF  
 

- “Carota Novella Di Ispica” (PGI) – 11/05 
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http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
122:0012:0016:EN:PDF 
 

- “Montoro-Adamuz” (PDO) – 13/05 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
125:0019:0022:EN:PDF  
 

- “Limone Di Siracusa” (PGI) – 26/05 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
135:0025:0028:EN:PDF 
 

- “Arancia Di Ribera” (PDO) – 26/05 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
135:0029:0032:EN:PDF  


