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oriGIn Report 

 
 

Highlight of the month 
 

The future of the EU quality policy: 
GI producers shape the debate  

 

On 28 September, AICIG – “Associazione 
Italiana Consorzi Indicazioni Geografiche” - and 
CNAOL – “Conseil National des Appellations 
d'Origine Laitières”, with the sponsorship of the 
Agricultural Commission of the European 
Parliament and the support of oriGIn, EFOW and 
Qualivita, organised a round table in Brussels to 
discuss the evolution of the quality policy at the 
European level. Two main themes were 
discussed: the role of the organisations in charge 
of GIs protection and promotion as well as the 
management of production volumes. 
 

Mr. Dacian Ciolos, Commissioner for Agriculture 
and Rural Development, Mr. Paolo De Castro, 
Chair of the Agriculture Committee of the 
European Parliament, Mr. Giancarlo Scottà, 
Rapporteur of the Parliament on the future of the 
quality policy, as well as Mr. Giuseppe 
Liberatore, President of AICIG and Mr. Patrice 
Chassard, President of the CNAOL, presented 
their respective views. 
The second part of the round table was 
dedicated to the presentation of concrete cases. 
Mr. Josef Wechner, producer of Tyrol Speck PGI 
(Austria), focused his presentation on the value 
of GI products in the market, Mr. Robert Scholz, 
Managing Director of the legal affairs 
department, Bavarian Brewers Association, PGI 
(Germany), insisted on the importance of the 
legal protection for GIs, Mrs. Renata Janik, 
Representative of the association of producers of 
TSG (Poland) spoke about the key role played by 
the associations of producers of PDO, PGI and 

TSG in Poland and Mr.  David Brazsil, Expert of 
National Council of Wine Communities 
(Hungary), tackled the issue of the necessary 
tools to manage the production in the wine 
sector. 
 

As to the calendar of the “EU Quality reform”, the 
Commission is aiming at presenting legislative 
proposals by 8 December. According to the 
information received by oriGIn, the idea of 
merging PDOs-PGIs seems to have been 
definitely abandoned by the Commission. 
Moreover, the proposed legislation will contain 
elements to clarify the relations between GIs and 
trademarks as well as the issue of generic terms. 
As any legislative proposal by the Commission 
will have to be approved by the European 
Parliament, oriGIn will keep its pressure to 
ensure that the role of the producers groups in 
the protection and promotion of GIs as well as in 
the management of production volumes, is 
recognised at the EU level. 
 

 

International Affairs 
 

oriGIn member "Kona Coffee" (USA)  
selected as a finalist for the prestigious 
International Parmigiano-Reggiano Award 

 
100% Kona Coffee was chosen as a finalist for 
the prestigious International Parmigiano-
Reggiano Award. The award, which will be 
presented at the Salone Del Gusto in Turin, Italy 
on October 23rd, honors food producers who 
have shown commitment to the protection of 
geographical origin, environmental protection, 
and dedication to taste. 
Read the press release at:  
http://www.konacoffeefarmers.org/Slow%20Food.asp    
 

Peru: recognition of a fifth denomination of 
origin: Café Villa Rica 

 

On 27 August, the Peruvian National Institute for 
the Defence of Competition and Protection of 
Intellectual Property, INDECOPI, recognised the 
fifth Peruvian Denomination of Origin: “Café Villa 
Rica”. This coffee is produced in Villa Rica, 
Oxapampa, Pasco Region. INDECOPI previously 
registered “Pisco”, “Maiz Blanco Gigante Cusco”, 
“Chulucanas” and “Pallar de Ica”. 
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For further information (in Spanish only): 
http://www.indecopi.gob.pe/0/modulos/JER/JER_Interna.asp
x?are=0&pfl=0&jer=1200 

 

WIPO: Working Group on the development of 
the Lisbon System for the International 
Registration of Appellations of Origin 

 

The Working Group (WG) on the reform of the 
Lisbon Agreement for the Protection of 
Appellations of Origin and their International 
Registration gathered at the beginning of 
September in Geneva. oriGIn was represented 
as observer.  
 

During the works, the proposals of opening the 
Lisbon system to competent intergovernmental 
organizations (such as the EU, OAPI, etc), as 
well as of introducing the concept of GI (based 
on the TRIPS definition), together with the 
existing concept of appellation of origin that 
would remain unchanged, found general support.    
 

As of the scope of protection, the WG seemed to 
agree on the need to update article 3 and include 
more sophisticated forms of usurpation, such as 
“evocation” (specifically asked by oriGIn). 
Moreover, there was growing support for the 
protection of appellations of origin (and 
eventually GIs) used in products not of the same 
kind (such as processed food), but no agreement 
was found as to the criteria to extend such 
protection.   
 

Concerning the registration procedures, the 
Group seems to converge towards allowing 
optional elements to be added (for example 
those that would help ascertain whether definition 
requirements were met, or whether the link 
between the product and a precise geographical 
area have been established). This can be of help 
for the national authorities that have to go 
through the requests of protection.  
 

For each of the above-mentioned points, the 
Secretariat will make proposals of amendment 
(with alternative options when the views differed) 
to be discussed at the next WG session.  oriGIn 
will keep on following the reform of the Lisbon 
Agreement and keep you abreast. 
 

oriGIn position on the reform of the Lisbon 
Agreement can be consulted at: http://www.origin-

gi.com/images/stories/PDFs/English/OriGIn_publications/Ne
ws/oriGIn_Flash_Lisbon_Survey.pdf 
 

ACTA: a written declaration  
of the European Parliament 

and update on the negotiations  
 

In March 2010, the MEPs Mr. Françoise Castex, 
Ms. Zuzana Roithová, Mr. Alexander Alvaro and 
Mr. Stavros Lambrinidis submitted to their 
counterparts a written declaration on the lack of a 
transparent process for the Anti-Counterfeiting 
Trade Agreement (ACTA) and potentially 
objectionable content (see: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-
//EP//NONSGML+WDECL+P7-DCL-2010-

0012+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN). By 9 
September 2010, it was signed by the majority of 
MEPs (to consult the list of signatories: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=PV&re

ference=20100909&secondRef=ANN-01&language=EN). 
Consequently, this written declaration was 
adopted and published on the European 
Parliament website 
(http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-

//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2010-0317+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN).  
 

In this document, MEPs stated that they want all 
documents related to the negotiations publicly 
available and ask the Commission to take into 
account a number of facts while it negotiates the 
agreement.  
 

On the negotiations side, the final statement of 
the Tokyo round (which took place at the end of 
September) indicates that there will be no further 
rounds of negotiations, but there are still some 
substantive issues that need to be addressed 
with the countries promising to work 
expeditiously on them "with a view to finalizing 
the text of the agreement as promptly as 
possible."  (See:  
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=623)   
 

As to GIs (in particular their inclusion on the 
scope of the Agreement as well as the 
application to GIs of the civil remedies and 
border measures provided for in the Agreement), 
the situation is still uncertain. On the one hand, a 
report from Reuters mentions the US Trade 
Representative claiming victory, stating that they 
"are almost across the finish line" and that "in 
principle, we have found solutions, even on the 
most difficult issues. Nearly all of the parties 



oriGIn Report                                                                                                                                            September  2010 

        

 

 

 

3 

embraced those solutions" (as you know, the US 
fiercely opposes the inclusion of GIs in ACTA). 
On the other hand, a senior EU official is quoted 
as saying "we've come a long way but we must 
still close the remaining gaps without which there 
will be no agreement." 
 

EU – South Korea:  
towards the signature of the agreement 

 

On 16 September, the Council of Foreign Affairs 
Ministers authorised the signature of the EU-
Korea Free Trade Agreement. The agreement 
should be signed at the EU-Korea Summit on 6 
October in Brussels. The date of provisional 
application should be 1st July 2011, if the 
European Parliament gives its agreement to the 
FTA and if the Regulation of the European 
Parliament and of the Council implementing the 
bilateral safeguard clause of the EU-Korea FTA, 
to be used in the event of extreme market 
disturbances, is in force. 
Under the agreement, 98.7% of duties on 
industrial and agricultural goods will be 
eliminated over the next 5 years. Trade in the 
agricultural sector is expected to expand 
significantly when the FTA will be in force. There 
will be an immediate elimination of all duties on 
EU wine exports. A limited list of GIs will be 
protected under this agreement. See: 
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2009/october/tradoc_1

45181.pdf for agricultural products 
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2009/october/tradoc_1

45182.pdf and for wines.  
 

EU – Mercosur: EU Trade Commissioner 
Karel De Gucht travels to South America 

 

On 13-16 September, EU Trade Commissioner 
Karel De Gucht visited Brazil and Argentina. This 
visit aimed at exploring how to advance the 
ongoing EU-Mercosur trade negotiations. The EU 
Commissioner met Brazilian and Argentinean 
officials, as well as business leaders. The future 
agreement will cover the liberalisation of trade of 
goods, agricultural products, services, 
investments, government procurement and 
sustainable development. Intellectual property 
rights, including GIs. Commissioner De Gucht 
said he hoped that an agreement can be reached 
in 2011. 
The next negotiation round will take place in 
Brussels in October. 
 

EU – Morocco:  
towards the signature of the agreement 

 

On 16 September, the European Commission 
has adopted a draft decision on an EU-Morocco 
bilateral trade agreement for agri-food and 
fisheries products. This decision was then sent to 
the Council and the European Parliament for 
approval. When they will have adopted the 
decision, the agreement will shortly enter into 
force. 
Concerning GIs, the EU and Morocco have 
agreed to open negotiations on their protection 
within three months of the date of entry into force 
of the Agreement. 
 

EU Issues  
 

Policy Developments 
 

GI Policy 
 

Publication of the requests of registration at 
the EU level of four Chinese products    

 

On 22 September, the application of registration 

as PGI of  , Zhenjiang Xiang Cu, a 
kind of brewed rice vinegar made from sticky rice, 
was published in the Official Journal of the EU 
(see: http://eur-

lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:25

4:0010:0012:EN:PDF). 
The application of registration as PDO of 

, Longjing Cha, a green tea, was 
published the same day (see: http://eur-

lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:25

4:0006:0009:EN:PDF). 
 

On 24 September, the application of registration 

as PDO of , Guanxi Mi You, a fruit, 
was published in the Official Journal of the EU 
(see: http://eur-

lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:25

7:0003:0006:EN:PDF). 
The application of registration as PGI of 

, Lixian Ma Shan Yao, a yam, 
was published the same day (see: http://eur-

lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:25

7:0007:0010:EN:PDF).  
 

These publications indicate the will of China to 
protect its traditional products in Europe and 
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could open the way for European products to be 
protected in China. 

 

Bayerische Brauerbund joined oriGIn  
 

oriGIn is very pleased to welcome the Bayerische 
Brauerbund e.V, the Bavarian Brewers 
Federation, as member. Bayerische Brauerbund 
is the first German member of oriGIn, as well as 
the first organisation representing bier which 
joins the network. Bayerische Brauerbund 
represents 90% of the Bavarian breweries. For 
further information on Bayerische Brauerbund 
and the Bayerisches Bier, please consult: 
http://www.bavarianbeer.com/  
 

European Commission: changes in the units 
in charge of the quality policy and of GIs 

 

Luc Devigne, current Head of Unit for Public 
Procurement and Intellectual Property, DG Trade, 
will become the Head of the Unit in charge of the 
negotiations with Russia and Ukraine in DG 
Trade as of 1st October. He will be replaced by 
Anders Jessen, who is currently the Head of Unit 
in charge of the Human Resources, DG Trade. 
He is a lawyer and worked in the Services Unit of 
DG Trade. 
Diane Lacoste, who was in charge of the 
negotiations concerning GIs in the Unit of Luc 
Devigne also left this Unit and Lore Genan, still in 
this Unit, will be in charge of this file. 
 

Other EU Policies 
 

oriGIn’s contribution to the public 
consultation on the retail market monitoring 
report "Towards more efficient and fairer 

retail services in the internal market for 2020" 
 

From 5 July to the 10 September, the DG Internal 
Market of the European Commission opened a 
public consultation on the retail market 
monitoring report "Towards more efficient and 
fairer retail services in the internal market for 
2020". oriGIn sent a contribution, in which it  
highlighted two main points: 
� The asymmetry of the relations between the 

GI producers and the retailers, who have a 
better bargaining position, notably 
concerning prices; 

� The growing tendency to market GI 
products under the retailer logo, often removing 

the commercial name of the GI producer. OriGIn 
asked this practice to be forbid. 
 

For further details, see the report of the 
European Commission: 
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/retail/docs/monitoring_re

port_en.pdf and the position of oriGIn (Only in 
French): http://www.origin-

gi.com/images/stories/PDFs/French/OriGIn_en_action/Lobb
y/Consul_march_interieur_oriGIn_sept2010.pdf  
 

Report of the European Parliament on a 
“better functioning food supply chain in 

Europe” 
 

On 9 September, the European Parliament 
adopted the report on “fair revenues for farmers: 
A better functioning food supply chain in Europe”, 
made by José Bové. This report states that the 
bargaining positions the players in the human 
food chain must be rebalanced to ensure fair 
returns to farmers and price transparency to 
consumers. Furthermore, fair competition should 
enforced by law under the form of codes of good 
commercial practice. An EU-wide instrument to 
monitor trading relations between producers and 
retailers could be implemented through 
specialised bodies in the Member States. An 
analysis of possible misuse of private labels, as 
retailers' "own brand" products, and a pilot 
project to create an EU farm prices and margins 
observatory should be done. The rapport asks 
the Commission to propose that top European 
traders, processors, wholesalers and retailers will 
be required to report on their market shares in 
key food items annually. It also asks the 
Commission to report to the Parliament by the 
end of 2010 on buyer power abuse and anti-
competitive behaviour anywhere in the food 
supply chain. 
For further details, see: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-
//EP//NONSGML+REPORT+A7-2010-
0225+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN  
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News on GI registrations 
 

GI Registration 
 

- “Los Pedroches” (PDO) –  03/09 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:2
33:0007:0008:EN:PDF 
 

- “Génisse Fleur d’Aubrac” (PGI) – 03/09 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:2
33:0009:0010:EN:PDF 
 

- “Prosciutto Toscano” (PDO) – 03/09 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:2
33:0011:0012:EN:PDF 
 

- “Mela Val di Non” (PDO) – 03/09 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:2
33:0013:0014:EN:PDF 
 

- “Thüringer Rotwurst” (PDO) – 03/09 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:2
33:0015:0018:EN:PDF 
 

- “Queso de Flor de Guía/Queso de Media Flor 
de Guía/Queso de Guía” (PDO) – 04/09 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:2
34:0003:0004:EN:PDF 
 

- “Hessischer Handkäse ou Hessischer 
Handkäs” (PGI) - 04/09 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:2
34:0005:0006:EN:PDF 

 

Registration request 
 

- “Magiun De Prune Topoloveni” (PGI) – 08/09 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
241:0003:0007:EN:PDF 

 

- “Gönci Kajszibarack” (PDO) – 14/09 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
247:0006:0011:EN:PDF  

 

- “Saucisson De L’ardèche” (PGI) – 14/09 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
247:0012:0018:EN:PDF 

 

- “Miód Drahimski” (PGI) – 15/09 

http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
248:0008:0012:EN:PDF 

 

- “Karp Zatorski” (PDO) – 21/09 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
253:0006:0011:EN:PDF  
 

- “Porchetta di Ariccia” (PGI) – 23/09 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
256:0010:0012:EN:PDF 
 

- “Fichi di Cosenza” (PDO) – 30/09 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
265:0018:0022:EN:PDF 
 

- “Chorizo de Cantimpalos” (PGI) – 30/09 
http://eur-
lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:
265:0023:0027:EN:PDF  


