
overview of 

NAPA VALLEY 



The Mission of the Napa Valley Vintners: 

To promote, protect and enhance the Napa Valley    

appellation and its wines 



NAPA VALLEY 





Napa Valley is one of 

the most diverse  

wine growing regions in 

the world 

 



We have  

the research  

behind it  



Napa Valley AVA 

NAPA VALLEY 

 
                                Small in size.  

Big in quality and diversity 

                                 

4% of California wine 

 

4/10ths of 1% of the  

world’s wine 

 



NAPA VALLEY 

Distance to Pacific Ocean 

36mi / 58km 

Distance to San Francisco 

48mi / 77km 

Distance to Los Angeles 

360mi / 579km 



Protecting  

Napa Valley 

Conjunctive Labeling: 
 
If the nested AVA is 
listed, Napa Valley must 
also be listed 
 
1989 CA state law 
sponsored by Napa Valley 
Vintners 



 
 

In the 
beginning… 
 

Protecting the  

Napa Name 



Geographical Indication Issues 

“Napa” (or Napa 
Valley” or  

Sub-Appellation) 
in Brand Name 

Consumers 
Assume Napa 

Wine in the Bottle* 

* April 2000, Tootelian & Associates (Sacramento, CA) Research 

Consumer Confusion 



 

 

  

  

 In 2000 the State of 
California passed a 
law supporting NVV 
efforts to require 
more accurate 
labeling of wine using 
the “Napa” name 

 

 Following a six-year 
legal battle, the law 
was upheld by the 
US Supreme Court 
earlier this year  

Protecting the  

Napa Name 



 

 

  

  

 Napa Valley 
Vintners salute their 
European 
counterparts’ 
commitment to 
terroir and launch a 
“Place is Important 
to Wine” initiative at 
Vinexpo 2005  

Protecting the 

Napa Name 



 July 26, 2005 leading 
wine regions meet in 
Napa to sign the “Napa 
Declaration” and form 
the Alliance of Wine 
Regions: 
 
Champagne 
Oporto 
Jerez 
Oregon 
Washington 
Napa Valley 

Protecting  

Place Names 



In 2007, Napa was 

granted Geographic  

Indication status in 

the European 

Union – the first 

non-European 

region to be granted 

this esteemed honor 

Protecting  

Place Names 

http://sfgate.com/chronicle/
mailto:graine@sfchronicle.com
mailto:graine@sfchronicle.com
mailto:graine@sfchronicle.com


Napa Valley: Legendary American Wines 
 

Learn more: NapaVintners.com 

       Become a fan: Facebook.com/NapaVintners  

       Follow us on Twitter: @NapaVintners  

       Read our blog: NapaVintners.com/blog  
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