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GToeRAPH I cAL LocAT I oN

DISTRICTS: THE CRAFT POCKETS

Moddolom is o percussion instrumenl
used in Kerolo for lhe temple od {orrrs
like Kothokoli, Ponchovodyom, keli etc.

Moddolom is considered to be o divine
instrument or "Devo Vodvo" on
occount o{ its inclusion os o motor
occomooniment in the donce o{ Shivo.

Moddolom dotes bock io 13thCentury.

The croft is procticed in Polokkod

district of Kerolo

The moddolom is the clossicol drum of
South Indio used os on
occomponiment for vocol, instrrnentoi
ond donce performonces.
Cylindricol in shope, moddolom is till
todoy being chiseled out of o single

oiece of iock wood. The hollow ends of
this elongoted chiseled out drum ore

tightly stropped with o combinotion o{
cow ond buffolo leother io creoie the
required percussion impoct. The inner
ring is mode of cow skin ond ihe ouler
ring with buffolo skin. At the cenier of
the right heod is o permonent spot of
block poste. This block spoi is

responsible {or the speciol tone o{ ihe

Tnoddolom.(
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HrsroRY-REP
Ponchovodyom, on ensemble ci iit'e ac':.-:s cr irsl''-':-e"s, ls

trodiiionolly ossocioied wilh fernprie ies"i,cl.: i' r.e'o,c. Dcr,c,ro

vodyom (ihe five instruments) is c unicr,,-: r'+ ,:,',v:ir,' sc;tc
emonoting {rom {ive musicol insiru me ,-,is 

'i'i 
o.jcc ic r. ic".<c,

Timilo, Kombu ond Elotholom) ond f.n,c r-,xr:ic'ies,5o-<<i
(conch) ond Kuzhol, in'rorying piiches c:e syr:"o:isec. ir is o.
indispensoble occomponimeni icr l",e (';fr^o<:ll crd l,4ol.ini

Afiom donce forms. li is very sirniior.c "s n'r,ocngol.e. Trre

moddolom is the clossicol drur-r cJ Scl." lr.:ion crd is irsed os

on occomponimeni for vocol. in:1'u-r-'e r.rl rrri cci,:e
performonces.
Moddolom like ony other percL ! c : - -:i ';r'-:'
connected either with lemple rii,:ls :r- :r ::, '. r, ': -.' ri e

iheotres.

ION AND TRADITIONAL VA LUE

i",en i-e crudest folk vorieties hove o rituolisiic ouroose.

"re.esl ngiv, nony of the instruments ore common ond populor
f,;'1 :r1j-r Arycn ond non-Aryon worshipping cenlres. Most of
'^e- -:i'e uied even by people belonging to different foifhs in their
,€, ig :,.. ond socioi funciions. Like religion, cosie too hos Iiitle
:iqrl{i::crce with the insiruments. The people ore porticulor only
' ri ":'. s.ou c oe hcndled by trodiiionol fcmilies in whose

o"ouo reritoge there is o long record of iheir possession,
' J rc- )nce ond oresentotior

Cf the rive fuoes oi inslruments described in the clossics ond still

srevolenl in the stote, lhe drums siond {oremost, ond hove
'l..cxri-num vorieties. Ghono or melols come nexl ond then, the
sushido or the wind. The stringed instruments hove very little

s:Eniiiconce ond representolion. One o{ the reosons for ihis moy
ce +hct the stringed instrumenls with iheir delicote iones could
never identify themselves in fhe Kerolo ensembles which ore noted
io. thelr ioud ond ooen oir deliberoiions.

(
a r !:r: - .,. ?+:^ " "
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Pnoor AND EVI DENcE

.l \( rll
Some newspoper orlicles ond published moteriol which speok of
this croft.

/I\
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MATERIAL/ TOOLS AND PRODUCT

THE RAW MATERIAL:

JocHruit wood.
Leoiher ond odhesives.

PRODUCT:
Moddolom is o percussion instrument used rn Kerolo for ihe
lemple ort forms like Kothokoli, Porchovodyo,r-r, keli etc
TOOLS:
Volchu uli(bent chisel), votfovoyon uli(chisei wilh curved end), two
irumbu koiti(iron tools used for hiiting,lsec i(e o nomrner), lwo
koi edo thoron uli(speciol shoper c|,"... ,.1(:;; ipile' .

tiruli(poinied lool {or nroking ^< .-.: J

shorp tip used for widering exi: u :

scroping surfoce of the leother) i<r ri' .t' .,,,'.: '--):::,. ;. :.."a
lied oround ihe woist used for lig:r*6. 'r. - re ei.',el cf cccs

(
;r::i:a.: r ar: i,:.!ic; erl a: H:: :d:'''i,r :: :'aia ti'4ai :ii I f-. L
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SS' PRo CE

Awooden log is cut into the rel:ire 'l ;i ' : ;'-: ': '.r s -'.:i:.;
in the log.The edges ore smoo-ii'.t'., i r:'r r:5 :'c -"'
mochineiso||ernotive|yusedtt.:lt:i.',r...:1.:',
moddolorn.
Appropriote leother is selected, ,'ri s - r- :-.'..-.:,.r. -'. ' . '

dried.
The leother is then cut inlo circ r.' "'. | :' : t. r-: i" ::: !r!r' :
qre both used in moring rhe - . :.rl :

Firstly the leother thongs for tyir-,a ine .:'.,:":' : . . :: :' '. '2,.^":
drum body ore stroig htened.
A{ter which o circle cul of bu{'{o,: r 3s j< r:r',, '. r'r.c -.e ;-'e'
foce o{ o circulor skin is cleonei 3,v ::'cri,-:: ' I *ie o -re'

surfoce is scroped tc rouqhen ils s.;r-ccer iclr: ',1 s5 o'e :,.'ci'eo
ihrough the skins with oil ihe ulper- ' ' ^' 3i '1:i'' ;i :*erl : ,; r;.
After which slots ore punchec wrlh cri:e . lne :c.rposire ol nide

circles ore {ostened on ihe edge
with four leolher strips.

Morks ore mode {or further slofs

with help o{ o templote & the 34
slcls ore punched for the hoop to be interloced ihrough. Then o
ieother broce is threoded inlo the first slot The ploiting work hos

rhus begun, fwo {urlher strops ore inserted into the center of the
ploii. The oloit becomes tensioned ofter eoch threoding.

For pre-sireiching, cow skin is tied with o rope onlo the drum &
lied agoinst the voloyom ot the other end. The membrone in ihe
icco becomes strengthened wilh cow leother sirips. The strips

cre ifen sirck onlo the membrone border, & it is pressed in its
ric:e.
-^e r'eods ore pushed onto the drum & temporory fostening of
"e reocjs on the body is done

'"-. ' r;renirc broce is reploced by the permonent buffolo leother

r;-r',e. rigntening o{ the broce & tuning is done & the moddolom
: -e,:iiv for use.

(
lf i::: ::.:,.1:i fii::],i,. i:.:rry1[,i'r
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Ecotrt0M r c A SPECT

The produci is on importont saru.c :: e:"" - ' - i 'r',rc:' - 
'1- l

donce forms o{ Kerolo, therefc'e i*',r;:' :"r ;-:i-,'si^.3o'rr-r:e :
the troditionol context of ihe srcle.

The product is bought by peoole ir:ntrveci & lrieresreci in the

lrodiiionol donce forms like Kot.:oi,:,,, i,43.n.1lcrr eic.

Modollom is bought ondsold lccc r,' -:.ere i; g:oi possibiliiv rt
selling them through Kerolo hcrCi:-r- s'rols ci'.,ng 'cqs ',r ilre
monufocturer, so thol the cusfc' r e r' :, ^' r ' ' : ,i:-'-'
directly for repoir of the instrumen-
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Anr r seru PROFI LE

PRESENT ECONOMIC STATUS :

The overoge eorning copociiy of o crcfismon is oround Rs.

90,000 per onnum

MARKETING LINKAGES:
The products ore directly bought on mode to order bosis by the
consumer. The musicions give order to the croflsmen who moke
lhe producl in o month's iime frome. After 2 yeors the product
would require chonging of leother, etc which is done by the
croftsmen themselves.
The croftsmen involved in the proiec'ts ore:
R. Roion, S/O. VRomochondron,

Thoblo & Miruihongom Works,
"Srulhiloyom",House,
Peruvembor,PO.
Polokkod-678 53,l
Polokkod

A.Krishnon,
Moddolom & Ieother works,Monytholo Porombu,
Peruvembu(PO),
Polokkod-678531

COST & PRICE:

ll lokes one month to moke o single modollom.. During the roiny
seosons ihe croftsmen don'i prociice the croft due to the non
ovoilobility oi dry wood. The product is sold ot on overoge price

of Rs.9000 which includes lobour chorges.
(-*

ll :t.r .:,: :.-r';:-re., :. :::: r. ' :.- ' ; . -"i -- 
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