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Main issues

• the violation of trademarks is the most common form of abuse
• lack of harmonization 
• fair and legitimate use
• ownership/entitlement
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...the scenario has changed

• an increasing number of countries and jurisdictions recognize GIs through sui-generis laws
• bilateral agreements setting forth clear rules the protection and recognition of Gis
• GI databases
• Geneva Act: opened the Lisbon system to countries where GIs can be protected through trademark system only
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...the scenario has changed

• GIs in TM laws (absolute/relative grounds)- entitlement to bring action
• GIs can be the legal basis for customs monitoring and enforcement
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...also on the Internet

• Safeguard mechanisms for GIs in new gTLDs(.bio, .wine, .vin)
• GIs are amongst the rights that can be invoked in e-shop/auctions (example: eBay VERO program) platforms to support take down requests
• GI as IP titles to recover/challenge  ccTLDs
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...also on the InternetNew gTLDs TMCH SunriseTrademark ClaimsDPMLURS
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GIs & TMCH

Source: https://www.trademark-clearinghouse.com/sites/default/files/files/downloads/TMCH%20guidelines%20v1.2%20comm.pdf
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Examples: GIs & New gTLDs

• .WINE, .VIN



Page 9Source: ICQRF data, ICQRF 2018 report https://www.politicheagricole.it/flex/cm/pages/ServeBLOB.php/L/IT/IDPagina/13602
Examples: GI enforcement on the web
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Olther tools

• Domain names watching
• Web monitoring
• UDRP (based on collective/certification marks)
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