








THE ITALIAN WINE INDUSTRY

SPEAKING OF WINE, ITALY IS A COLOSSUS, WITH 
MANY INTERESTS INVOLVED...

WORLD WIDE PRODUCTION
TOP 10 SHOWN



SUSTAINABILITY PROJECTS IN THE WINE INDUSTRY (2014) 

Italy is sometimes defined by its inhabitants «the land of the
thousands churchyards»: there is a churchyard in every small village,
so you have several thousands all over the country, and in every place
(thus at «every churchyard») people think they know what to do
while all the others don’t..

It’s a cultural heritage that, according to sociologists, derives from
one millenium of history which saw Italy devided into several city-
states, counties, dukedoms etc.

Coming back to wine, in 2014 the so called «Forum for the
Sustainability of Wine» cited 15 "main" sustainability projects in the
wine sector, and several minor ones.



FROM FORUM TO EQUALITAS 

 Several projects have not continued with their activities;

 Some of them focused only on some issues, not on the 3 pillars;

 A very few ones fulfil the requirements to be regarded certifiable.



FROM FORUM TO EQUALITAS 

CERTIFICATION means that a third and independent party attests that 
a product or a company meets the requirements defined in a 
reference standard.

To talk about certification, therefore, you need:

-A STANDARD;
- A CERTIFICATION BODY;
- PRODUCT AND COMPANIES.



FROM FORUM TO EQUALITAS 

CERTIFICATION: the standard must be structured to allow an
objective assessment with verifiable and measurable requirements.

The certification body must be recognized and meet the
requirements of impartiality, impartiality and independence.



THAT’S WHY EQUALITAS WAS BORN

FROM FORUM TO EQUALITAS 



AKNOWLEDGMENTS

The Sustainability Consortium (TSC) agrees that Equalitas’ sustainable wine 

guidelines meet TSC and retailers’ expectations in order to adopt an official 

sustainability code for their winegrowers. 

The Organization for an International Geographical Indications Network -

oriGIn - has decided to benchmark Equalitas within their GIs in the Time of 

Sustainability initiative.



AKNOWLEDGMENTS

Norway: Equalitas recognized as a scheme that promote ethical production by 

Vinmonopolet (the Norvegian Wine Monopoly)
https://www.vinmonopolet.no/sertifisertetisk

Finland: Equalitas added to the list of the Green Choice Projects (Equalitas 

wines can be shown on a shelf dedicated to sustainable wines) by Alko (the 

Finnish Wine Monopoly)
https://www.alko.fi/en/responsibly/green-choice/symbols

https://www.vinmonopolet.no/sertifisertetisk
https://www.alko.fi/en/responsibly/green-choice/symbols


Please visit:

CERTIFIED WINERIES AND WINES

https://www.equalitas.it/aziende-certificate/

for a full list of Equalitas 

certified wineries and 

sustainable wines

https://www.equalitas.it/aziende-certificate/



