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Madd (Saba senegalensis) of Casamance: a wild product
with different stakes related to sustainable development



 3 regional administrations (Ziguinchor, Kolda, Sédhiou

 separate from Senegal by Gambia

 28 340 km2 (DAT, 1986)

 1 341 000 inhabitants

Multi-ethnic populations: 

Diola, Mandingue, Peulh, 

Mandjaque, Soninké, 

Sérère, Wolof, Bambara… 

And different religions:  

muslims, catholics,  animists

Casamance: a pole-territory with many natural and cultural 
resources, and biodiversity (1)



Climate sub-guinean, complex, specific ns rich ecosystems (sea, coast,

manngrove…) , côtiers, forestiers, vallées, mangroves, îles, …)

 607,540 ha of classified forests, with many NWFPs

Diversity of products: NWFPs, seafood (fish and shellfish), handicrafts and other

cultural products.

Diversity of activities: agricultural, agroforestry, oyster farming, ecotourism, cultural

and religious activities

 intimate relationship between cultural traditions and natural resource management

practices: sacred woods, banned areas of a conservative nature called "Tong".

A strong reputation of Casamance products among national and international

consumers, image of quality products, "natural", "organic".

NWFPs: FORGOTTEN or ORPHELINED sectors: receive little support from the

public authorities.

Casamance: a pole-territory with many natural and cultural 
resources, and biodiversity (2)



The « Madd de Casamance » GI initiative : a succes story 
regarding stakeholders mobilization

 Seminar FAO, WIPO, ASAPIT, OAPI, November 2017 

(Casamance, Senegal): the trigger, role of information and 

awareness raising on GIs.

 Demand from stakeholders driven by the processing sector 

(women): local ownership, crucial role played by the study on 

the Madd value-chain (FAO/ETDS/SupAgro, 2017) which 

mobilized populations and institutions in realizing the 

importance of this product. 

 Creation of producers associaiton APPIMAC in November 

2019 following a 2-year process (several meetings in the 

different harvesting areas supported by FAO, WIPO and 

ETDS). 



 Saba Senegalensis = forest liana that can reach more

than 40 m long, with a diameter at the base that can

reach 27 cm.

 The madd in "symbiosis" and "intelligent cohabitation"

with the nere (Parkia biglobosa), the baobab (Adansonia

digitata), the “cheesemaker” (Ceiba pentandra).....in the

plateaus as well as in the valleys, in the forests, in the

wetlands

 Forest fruits in Casamance: a food and nutritional safety

net for rural populations

 Very important role of Madd lianas when they are well

developed to protect trees from bush fires.

Madd and its ecosystem: insurance of quality and origin



An early challenge for the actors involved in the GI Madd de Casamance (pickers,

collectors, processors and traders) that translates into :

• The strengthening of monitoring and awareness on good harvesting practices,

especially against the destruction of lianas and green fruit harvesting.

• The involvement of village committees in charge of the environment and the

promotion of local agreements such as local conventions. The GI approach has

thus mobilized the populations and reactivated the village committees around

the preservation of the forests.

• Maintaining the quality of the product and its derivatives strongly linked to the

respect of the species and its ecosystem; good harvesting practices, awareness

of the fight against bush fires.

• Reforestation campaigns and assisted natural regeneration (RNA).

Building collective rules (specifications) to save the Madd
specie and forest



If the forest fruit sector is supported by the public authorities and partners towards

sustainable development, notably through GI schemes that provide a framework

for practices and enhance the value of the product on the market, it can contribute

to:

• Food and nutritional security, especially in rural areas

• The improvement of the population's income (e.g. the mayor of Kartiack, a rural

commune located in the department of Bignona, maintains that the madd has

saved many rural households this year from the negative impacts of Covid 19

• The preservation of ecosystems and forests, and therefore of the environment

Conclusions



Merci de votre attention!


