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Fresh Meats with GI scheme - Beef and Lamb meats

Beef meat sector (2018 – Official statistics - Ministry of Agriculture) 

Number of livestock farms: 16.601

Number of animals (most of them breed animals): 171.008
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Fresh Meats with GI scheme - Beef and Lamb meats

Lamb meat sector (2018 – Official statistics - Ministry of Agriculture) 

Number of livestock farms: 2.322

Number of animals (most of them breed animals): 776.480



ORIGEN ESPAÑA oriGIn webinar “Conservation of resources and climate change”

Conservation of resources

The differential characteristics of the production of beef and lamb meat with the PGI scheme are: 

breeding style, breeds and traditional and environmentally sustainable management systems. 

This livestock activity plays an important role in maintaining the diversity of ecosystems (dehesa).
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Conservation of resources

Fresh meat with PGI scheme = use of local forage 

resources + autochthonous livestock breeds + 

adaptation of livestock to each of the regions 

through grazing, "one of the most sustainable food 

systems on the planet ”.
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Conservation of resources

2/3 of the forest area corresponds to pastures

GRAZING:  important for the conservation of 

biodiversity.

These meat productions are linked to the environment 

and develop their activity in balance with nature, as they 

help to maintain soil, plant and forage biodiversity.

In Spain we can find poor soils or rich meadows. For 

both, the sustainable grazing has very positive 

consequences.

Poor soils: favors plant diversity and the metabolic and functional efficiency of soil microorganisms.

Rich/green soils: it acts as true agents of fire prevention, maintaining biodiversity and mitigating climate change.
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Conservation of resources

Grazing and human action have shaped our landscape and most of the habitats of Spain

At the end of XX Century it was in crisis. It 

caused:

1. Fall of grazing cattle

2.-Reduction in the number of farms

3.-Fall of the grazing surface

4.-The simplification of herds and the loss of 

genetic heritage

5.-The irreparable loss of traditional knowledge 

of livestock

6.- And forest fires
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Conservation of resources

Now Spain is working on an active grazing policy. Objectives:

1.-Recover the grazing for:

- Reduce the risk of forest fires

- The conservation and proper 

management of grazing habitats 

(herbaceous and woody)

- The maintenance of the 

landscape and ethnographic heritage

2.-Improve the quality of livestock 

productions

3.-The structuring and maintenance of 

the territory

4.-Contribute to rural development
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Conservation of resources

But looking at the future, we must work on a "new grazing system": adequate infrastructures, 

machinery, clearing the forest, coexistence with wildlife, integration of livestock farms, recovery of 

transhumance for better use of Iberian resources and…
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Conservation of resources

… Profitable cattle farms:

How? 
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Conservation of resources

… Profitable cattle farms:

How? We must bet on product quality schemes
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Contacto: Rebeca Vázquez Poza (Coordinadora General ORIGEN ESPAÑA)

www.origenespana.es
www.historiasentumesa.es

gestion@origenespana.es       - info@origenespana.es

http://www.origenespana.es/
http://www.historiasentumesa.es/
mailto:info@origenespana.es

