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• Irish Whiskey is the oldest whiskey in the world

• Irish Whiskey has geographic indication status 
since 1989

• Irish Whiskey must be distilled and matured on 
the island of Ireland, with maturation in wood 
for at least three years

• Irish Whiskey global sales have increased by 
180% since 2010, with over 14 million cases 
(168 million bottles) sold in 2021

• Substantial contribution to rural economy

• Our association represents over 96% of all Irish 
Whiskey production and over 99% of global 
sales

• We represent the industry across the island of 
Ireland, spanning both EU and UK



What we do

• Represent the industry at national, EU and international level 

• Protect the Irish Whiskey GI through registrations, monitoring and 
enforcement – Over 90% of Irish Whiskey global sales now protected

• Champion sustainability - Our new roadmap was published in May and 
we are now implementing events and active supports for our 
members; as well as a new annual reporting programme

• Lobby on international trade policy priorities, including tariff 
reductions, rules-of-origin and market access barriers

• Educate international media and trade on Irish Whiskey

• Promote Irish Whiskey tourism – www.IrishWhiskey360.com



Working internationally

• Members of OriGIn and spiritsEUROPE – work together on issues 
such as EU regulation, international trade, GI protection, etc

• Work closely and share knowledge with other GI category 
associations including Scotch Whiskey Association and BNIC

• Presented on invite of EU Commission to GI education webinars in 
2021 in Australia, Canada, Mexico, South Africa

• Work with the Distilled Spirits Council of United States, Spirits 
Canada, Spirits & Cocktails Australia, etc on a range of issues 
impacting trade with our leading markets.

• Learn from best practice – the Kentucky Distillers Association 
advised us on development of a new Irish Whiskey Passport similar 
to that used on their Bourbon Trail

• Support emerging industries in Australia, Belgium, England, etc



Some thoughts…

It is in the best interest of GI categories to work together to:

- Educate governmental stakeholders on the benefit of GIs

- De-mystify GIs for those who may have concerns 

- Enhance international protection and trade for GIs

- Build capacity across our industries and to support 
capacity building among new and prospective GI sectors 
and their associations.


