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Swiss made for watches

Swiss Watchmaking Association

Nearly 450 members :
• Manufacturers
• Suppliers
• Related branches

Activities in many fields :
• economic
• legal
• statistical
• commercial

Permanent offices in Hong Kong and Tokyo

The FH at a glance
Federation of the Swiss watch industry
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Swiss watch exports by market
January-August 2023

+8.5%

+8.5%
+9.5%

2022: 24.8 billion CHF 
Jan-Aug 2023: +9.2%

+10.7%

+12.8%

+8.8%

+10.3%

+6.5%

+9.0%

+6.2%

+26.1%

+9.3%

+9.7%
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Why protect Swiss made?

Consumers willing to pay on average 20% more

for "Swiss made" products (7.7 billion CHF/year)

Luxury products «Typical» products Other products

40% and more Approx. 20% Less than 20%
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"Sui generis" protection by Swiss law
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"Swiss made" on watches only if:

Technical development in Switzerland

Swiss movement

Movement cased up in Switzerland

Final inspection in Switzerland

At least 60% of the manufacturing costs 
are incurred in Switzerland
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Geographical trademarks owned by the FH
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SWISS and SWISS MADE in the United States

SWISS in Hong Kong

SWISS in the European Union

SWISS in Switzerland

Protected in class 14 for horological products

Based on the criteria of the Swiss made – Ordinance for watches
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How do we defend the GI?
Opposition procedures against misleading trademark applications
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Patchwork of divergent rules, often developped at national level and not mutually
recognized

"Discrimination" of craft and industrial GI’s -> Geneva Act of the Lisbon Agreement

No "sui generis" protection in most countries - no harmonisation on international scale

Unfair competition rules, certification trademarks, etc.

Registration and enforcement costs for the rightholders

Difficult to register industrial GI’s in some jurisdictions

Based on rules of origin under customs law
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Self-standing EU Regulation
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Possibility to certify geographical origin

(<-> EU certification mark / collective mark)

Establishment of a uniform EU specific GI scheme for industrial GI’s

Link to the Lisbon system / Geneva Act

Provides for an effective enforcement throughout the EU and in e-commerce

"New system creates legal certainty, reduce administrative burden, ensure fair
competition between producers and enhances the credibility of the products in the 
consumers’s eyes "



Thank you for your attention
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