
GI REGISTRATION 
IN INDIA
Reality Check



INDIAN GI 
ACT
The GI Act came into force on 15th September 
2003 to protect geographical indications (GIs) 
related to goods originating from specific 
geographical regions in India. It was enacted 
in compliance with the World Trade 
Organization's (WTO) Agreement on Trade-
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property 
Rights (TRIPS).
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CURRENT 
STATUS

Kerala: 39

Karnataka: 47

Tamil Nadu: 60

Chhattisgarh: 7

Bihar: 16

Assam: 10

Goa: 10

Gujrat: 19

Madhya Pradesh: 22

Maharashtra: 35

Uttar Pradesh: 82

Telangana: 17

Arunachal Pradesh: 8

Rajasthan: 20

Himachal Pradesh: 11

Jammu & Kashmir: 17

Ladakh: 04

Filed: 1377

Registered GIs: 650

Pending: 617

Refused: 53

Abandoned: 28

Foreign GIs Registered: 34
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CRITERIA FOR 
REGISTRATION
o Definable Geographical Territory 

o Agricultural, Natural, Handicrafts, or 
Manufactured Products 

o Unique Quality, Reputation, or Characteristic

o Historical Records or Proof of Origin 

o Method of Production

o Collective Entity Application
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MAJOR 
CHALLENGES

Himalayan Kutki

Width: 125 and 250 miles
Total area: 230,000 square miles
Countries: India, Nepal, China, Bhutan
States: 13

o Segmented Geographical Territory 

o Found across the broader Himalayan range

o Almost similar medical potency across the range

o Non-Specific record of Proof of Origin 

o Sustainable and Cultural Practices are same

o Almost impossible to bring as collective application
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https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=ea1a1df108c957c8&sxsrf=ADLYWIKMUByqr4S1rBPdy9WhkZGlX5nVbA:1728151321497&q=India&si=ACC90nyvvWro6QmnyY1IfSdgk5wwjB1r8BGd_IWRjXqmKPQqmyxDtjX9jDSwuEleeRuTAq1HDcmMym_NYucNbfxEU_D0t5RIu-Q-CTmRvDiU_Ns76BNPdNF-WjUWcwdgZPQWq91n8XSenR4xwzkevP_XoD3rNbVWNfmQlu0aX9OvfKjIR4taJG7Il-5H5jYrkfsCn-Wvb-5Kip-5h-VB29d_-Axwbjbv-L1zrE9pr7CFpepo1EvdrqZNubms98yZfLS60jOOzmQKIEhwvJPEQ0Y7CwoONTa4Cw%3D%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj7-4qt6feIAxVKUWwGHQt6HIEQmxMoAHoECBoQAg
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=ea1a1df108c957c8&sxsrf=ADLYWIKMUByqr4S1rBPdy9WhkZGlX5nVbA:1728151321497&q=Nepal&si=ACC90nzx_D3_zUKRnpAjmO0UBLNxnt7EyN4YYdru6U3bxLI-LxB8BAtN3y6eFFSdCKjOG-W_jWF0mVqyf_cXMwelDMnmDPKc9razC0HK6skn8jwm-G_xqzB7DYcK0gvTP4Bu-ozQ7khzf-9_bzw99MDNgSbBLTbWikf2XKHnpBOaB3cF-kjqd6uoAlnv9RE1Ix1wKe8zbM4E1i6b1dTMMlqbnyamtum-XEFuE1mrLDvOmnlEXsg69vLijpi2tKdSxm-8MxRkmPviIXhqTJREiNyEQFlJIQMzMA%3D%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj7-4qt6feIAxVKUWwGHQt6HIEQmxMoAXoECBoQAw
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=ea1a1df108c957c8&sxsrf=ADLYWIKMUByqr4S1rBPdy9WhkZGlX5nVbA:1728151321497&q=China&si=ACC90nzx_D3_zUKRnpAjmO0UBLNxnt7EyN4YYdru6U3bxLI-L4tBWQox1xKnkAbeTy-byyhF_7P863kC_5aP3lo_NxWWvcxrgzuuRnVDFmbbrQBRFEpeM332LRlMlHbJ0xrb7XCKKmAnyN2MDX7YfqkZJF5xOBTndDjU0IB_7hSu6A-B_DBaDQoS52EVVr_YKwb7Uu7zb0kB7rpwCn56NwoIQkZoYZ0_jjyYl1W2dVrqX4R2HX96iJ9Ns72XwTlhgJP2Caxt2JacMFAhfLT949CCf25dmzw9lA%3D%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj7-4qt6feIAxVKUWwGHQt6HIEQmxMoAnoECBoQBA
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=ea1a1df108c957c8&sxsrf=ADLYWIKMUByqr4S1rBPdy9WhkZGlX5nVbA:1728151321497&q=Bhutan&si=ACC90nzx_D3_zUKRnpAjmO0UBLNxnt7EyN4YYdru6U3bxLI-L-t3RGA80BTIO4njoqwDBCHeok4g8NOejPkKqzzO1Mkc-Ag_AYTnU21eHU9U1kB1O42ji7780wg59-601zw31ZiUcPsGKDDuj1DQSijtOEls5xh2BIwL0v89hqC_CtTFzIfz9wkEpw2ZHynCremNCZjofZ4ZDnff8nfhkPyZnNMkpD2e9O0wqM6FV6P7RtSu7-kUx2U9Z218yiz_BLAzMBwbh7DVqt0AERw-7gLLvR9Scd7P8Q%3D%3D&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj7-4qt6feIAxVKUWwGHQt6HIEQmxMoA3oECBoQBQ


DEEPER 
CHALLENGES

Ownership Issue

Production Control 

Counterfeit and Misuse

Quality Control and Authenticity

Legal and Administrative 

Consumer Awareness

Religious Sentiments 
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GRASSROOT 
CHALLENGES Conflicts Among Stakeholders

Poor Institutional Support

Weak Market Access and Infrastructure

Difficulty in Sustaining Traditional Knowledge

Limited Market Awareness

Counterfeit and Imitation Goods

Post-GI Registration Management

Lack of Awareness

Limited Knowledge of Procedures

Difficulty in Standardization

Low Access to Legal and Technical Support

Insufficient Documentation and Proof

Lack of Collective Organization
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Question & Feedback



THANK YOU
LALIT AMBASTHA

IP Attorney
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