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Consorzio del Prosciutto di Parma wins in Malta and Brazil:
important legal victories strengthen the protection of PDO in
foreign markets

The “Consorzio del Prosciutto di Parma” has achieved two extremely important
results in protecting the PDO in foreign markets, confirming the importance of the
enforcement activities that the organisation has been carrying out for over 60 years.

The first case involved Malta, where the Consorzio had found serious irregularities
concerning pre-sliced products. In the cases in question, the product was packaged at
local facilities and labelled 'Prosciutto di Parma' in an unauthorised manner, in violation
of the PDO Specification, which states that Prosciutto di Parma in trays shall only be
sliced in authorised facilities located in the typical production area in the province of
Parma, under the supervision of the Delegated Body. The timely intervention of the
Consorzio's lawyers, in collaboration with the Central Inspectorate for Quality Protection
and Fraud Prevention of Agri-Food Products (ICQRF — Italian Ministry of Agriculture
Department), led to the regularisation of all violations, with a written commitment from
the counterparties to cease such irregular practices and the award of significant financial
compensation for the damage suffered.

The result obtained by the Consorzio in Brazil, one of the most complex markets
for the protection of Parma Ham, is also very significant. Here, the request for PDO
recognition and trademark registration has not yet been finalised, and intensive
protection measures are therefore necessary. At the heart of the PDO issue, there are
several Brazilian applications for the registration of trademarks containing references to
the word 'Parma’. Among these was one filed by a well-known local company and accepted
by the relevant Authorities for the use of the name PARMAN for meat products. The
Consorzio's lawyers, having ascertained the actual use not only of the term PARMAN,
which is already unquestionably evocative given the similarity of the product category to
that of ham, but also of the name PARMA, immediately took legal action, obtaining a
victory that was by no means a foregone conclusion in the first instance, with the
recognition of a significant sum to cover the damages suffered and the commitment, on
the part of the Brazilian company, to renounce the registrations obtained and not to apply
for similar ones in the future.

"The recent results obtained in protecting our PDO are a source of great
satisfaction for us and are also the result of close and fruitful collaboration with the
competent national Authorities, in this case the ICQRF, which took immediate action to

stop the misuse of the name 'Prosciutto di Parma'," comments Stefano Fanti, Director of
the Consorzio.

"We welcome the positive outcome of these legal proceedings with great
satisfaction. The victory in Brazil, in particular, is doubly significant as it fits into the
geographical context of the EU-Mercosur agreement, which has recently been finalised
and is now awaiting final ratification," comments the Consorzio’s President, Alessandro
Utini, who then goes on to highlight the benefits of this trade agreement for the PDO.
"The entry into force of the agreement would represent a fundamental step towards
strengthening the protection of our product in the brazilian market. It provides for full
and unconditional protection of Prosciutto di Parma, which in Argentina, Paraguay and
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Uruguay will be effective as soon as the agreement comes into force, while in Brazil it will
become fully effective seven years after the agreement is ratified, making it impossible to
continue using the denomination 'Presunto tipo Parma' or similar, which is currently
widespread and detrimental to the development of the PDO in the Brazilian market. There
will also be advantages in terms of tariffs, as the customs duties currently applicable to
hams will be gradually eliminated in the years following the agreement's entry into force",
concludes President Utini.
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